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DETAILED A CTION 

1 . This action is in response to the application 09/996,019 filed. November 28, 2001. 

2. Claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1,2, 9,10, 11, 13, 19, and 20 are recites the limitation "The identification 
information" in claims 1,9,10, 11, 19, and 20, the limitation " the serial number" in 
claim 3, and the limitation "the identification" in claim 13. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 



Application/Control Number: 09/996,019 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2144 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims -1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Reed et al. 
(USPN 6,345,288 - Date of Patent: February 5, 2002, herein referred to as "Reed"). 

7. As to claim 1, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, including an information 
processing apparatus connected to a network, comprising: recording means 
(consumer database 21 of fig.l) for recording the identification information pertinent 
to an other information processing apparatus (provider computer 1 of fig.l)(transfer, 
maintain, and update the information at between consumer and provider locations, see 
col. 13, lines 10-30); receiving means (distribute server 32 of fig.l) for receiving the 
identification information on said other information processing apparatus, sent from 
said other information processing apparatus, when said other information processing 
apparatus is connected via said network (see col. 13, lines 25-50); verifying means 
(Distribute server 32 of fig.l) for verifying whether or not said identification 
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information received by said receiving means has already been recorded in said other 
recording means (determine whether the information has changed, see col. 13, lines 
31-51); and controlling means (consumer computer 22 of fig.l)for controlling said 
other information processing apparatus over said network based on verified results by 
said verifying means (perform certain functions with regard to that changed 
information, see col. 13, lines 25-51). 

8. As to claim 2, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said identification 
information includes the serial number of said other information processing apparatus 
(see col.24, lines 25-58). 

9. As to claim 3, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said controlling means 
causes said other information processing apparatus to execute first setting processing 
when it is verified that said identification information received by said receiving 
means has already been recorded in said recording means, said controlling means 
causing said other information processing apparatus to execute second setting 
processing when it is verified that said identification information received by said 
receiving means has not as yet been recorded in said recording means (see col. 13, line 
32 to col. 14, line 20). 

10. As to claim 4, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said first and setting 
processing and the second setting processing represent setting processing necessary 
for said other information processing apparatus to utilize said network (see col. 14, 
lines 39-61). 
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11. As to claim 5, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said controlling means 
sends an address on said network of a server used for connecting said other 
information processing apparatus to said network, to said other information 
processing apparatus, and sets the address so sent, as the information necessary for 
said other information processing apparatus to utilize said network (see col. 14, line 62 
to col. 15, line 27). 

12. As to claim 6, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said recording means 
further records the inherent information for specifying a user of said other 
information processing apparatus (provider computer lof figure 1); said controlling 
means requests transmission of said inherent information to said other information 
processing apparatus if it is verified that said identification information received by 
said receiving means has already been recorded in said recording means (see col. 26- 
51). 

13. As to claim 7, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said inherent 
information includes a password (see col. 72, lines 28-55). 

14. As to claim 8, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein if it is verified that said 
identification information received by said receiving means has as yet not been 
recorded on said recording means, said controlling means requests said other 
information processing apparatus to transmit the information on a user exploiting said 
other information processing apparatus (provider computer 1 of fig.l)(transfer, 
maintain, and update the information at between consumer and provider locations, see 
col. 13, lines 10-30). 
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15. As to claim 9, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, including an information 
processing method for an information processing apparatus connected to a network, 
comprising: a recording controlling step of controlling the recording of the 
identification information pertinent to an other information processing apparatus 
(provider computer 1 of fig.l)(transfer, maintain, and update the information at 
between consumer and provider locations, see col. 13, lines 10-30, and col. 13); a 
receiving step of receiving the identification information on said other information 
processing apparatus (provider computer 1 of fig. 1), sent from said other information 
processing apparatus when said other information processing apparatus is connected 
via said network (communication network of fig.l)(see col. 13, lines 25-50); a 
verifying step of verifying whether or not said identification information received by 
processing in said receiving step has already been controlled as to recording in said 
other recording step in the processing in said recording controlling step (determine 
whether the information has changed, see col.13, lines 31-51); and a controlling step 
of controlling said other information processing apparatus over said network based on 
verified results by the processing in said verifying step (perform certain functions 
with regard to that changed information, see col.13, 25-51). 

16. As to claim 10, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, including a recording medium 
having recorded thereon a computer-readable program controlling an information 
processing apparatus connected to a network, said program including: a recording 
controlling step of controlling the recording of the identification information pertinent 
to an other information processing apparatus (provider computer 1 of fig.l)(transfer, 
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maintain, and update the information at between consumer and provider locations, see 
col. 13, lines 10-30, and col. 13); a receiving step of receiving the identification 
information on said other information processing apparatus, sent from said other 
information processing apparatus when said other information processing apparatus is 
connected via said network (communication network of fig.l)(see col. 13, lines 25- 
50); a verifying step of verifying whether or not said identification information 
received by the processing in said receiving step has already been controlled as to 
recording in the processing in said recording controlling step (determine whether the 
information has changed, see col. 13, lines 31-51); and a controlling step of 
controlling said other information processing apparatus over said network based on- 
verified results by the processing in said verifying step (perform certain functions 
with regard to that changed information, see col. 13, 25-51). 
17. As to claim 11, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, including an information 

processing apparatus connected to a network, comprising: storage means for storing 
the identification information (consumer database 21 of fig.l)(see col. 14, lines 21- 
38); transmission means for transmitting said identification information stored in said 
storage means over said network to an other information processing apparatus 
(provider computer 1 of fig.l)(transfer, maintain, and update the information at 
between consumer and provider locations, see col. 13, lines 10-30, and col. 13); 
receiving means (distribute server 32 of fig. 1) for receiving the control information 
transmitted from said other information processing apparatus over said network, 
based on said identification information transmitted from said transmission means(see 
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col. 13, lines 25-50); and setting means for setting the information necessary for 
utilizing said network based on said control information received by said receiving 
means (perform certain functions with regard to that changed information, see col. 13, 
25-51). 

18. As to claim 12, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said setting means 
sets the information necessary for exploiting said network in a first mode when said 
control information received by said receiving means is the first control information; 
said setting means setting the information necessary for exploiting said network in a 
second mode when said control information received by said receiving means is the 
second control information (see col. 58, lines 1-31). 

19. As to claim 13, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said setting means 
executes first setting processing when the identification information transmitted by 
said transmission means has already been recorded in said other information 
processing apparatus; said setting means executing second setting processing when 
the identification information transmitted by said transmission means has already 
been recorded in said other information processing apparatus (see col. 13, lines 10- 
50). 

20. As to claim 14, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said first setting 
processing and the second setting processing represent information setting processing 
necessary for said information processing apparatus to exploit said network (see 

fig. l)(object push email or http). 
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21. As to claim 15, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said setting means 
receives an address on said network of a server connecting said information 
processing apparatus to said network, as the information necessary in exploiting said 
network, and sets the so received address (fig.l) (see col. 14, lines 39-61). 

22. As to claim 16, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said other information 
processing apparatus further stores the inherent information used for specifying a user 
of said information processing apparatus (provider computer 1 of fig.l) setting means 
transmitting said inherent information to said other information processing apparatus 
if said identification information transmitted by said transmission means has already 
been recorded in said other information processing apparatus (see col. 10-51). 

23. As to claim 17, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said inherent 
information includes a password (see col. 72, lines 28-55). 

24. As to claim 18, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said setting means 
transmits the information pertinent to a user employing said other information 
processing apparatus to said other information processing apparatus if said 
identification information transmitted by said transmission means has as yet not been 
recorded in said other information processing apparatus (see col. 13, line 52 to col. 14, 
line 20). 

25. As to claim 19, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, including an information 
processing method for an information processing apparatus connected to a network, 
comprising: a storage controlling step of controlling the storage of the identification 
information (consumer database 21 of fig.l) (transfer, maintain, and update the 
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information at between consumer and provider locations, see col. 13, lines 10-30); a 
transmission step of transmitting said identification information controlled as to 
storage by processing in said storage controlling step over said network to an other 
information processing apparatus (provider computer of fig. 1) (se col. 13, lines 25- 
50); a receiving step of receiving the control information transmitted from said other 
information processing apparatus over said network, based on said identification 
information transmitted by processing in said transmission step, and a setting step of 
setting the information necessary for utilizing said network based on said control 
information received by processing in said receiving step (see col. 13, line 67 to 
col. 14, line 61). 

26. As to claim 20, Reed teaches the invention as claimed, including a recording medium 
having recorded thereon a computer-readable program controlling an information 
processing apparatus connected to a network, said program including a storage 
controlling step of controlling the storage of the identification information (consumer 
database 21 of fig.l) (transfer, maintain, and update the information at between 
consumer and provider locations, see col. 13, lines 10-30); a transmission step of 
transmitting said identification information controlled as to storage by processing in 
said storage controlling step over said network to an other information processing 
apparatus (provider computer of fig.l) (se col. 13, lines 25-50); a receiving step of 
receiving the control information transmitted from said other information processing 
apparatus over said network based on said identification information transmitted by 
processing in said transmission step, and a setting step of setting the information 
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necessary for utilizing said network based on said control information received by 
processing in said receiving step (see col.13, line 67 to col. 14, line 61). 

Conclusion 



27. Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen who may be reached via telephone at 
(571) 272-3929. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. eastern standard time. 

If you need to send the Examiner, a facsimile transmission regarding this 
instant application, please send it to (703) 872-9306. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, Bill Cuchlinski, may be reached at (571) 
272-3925. 




WILLIAM A. CUCHLINSKI, JR. 
777V SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

January 20, 2005 TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3000 



